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them with Celtic elements of all kinds. The change had
been made more marked in the lands of the Desmonds; in
these the Norman and English settlements had been, from
the first, comparatively weak, and had, to a great extent,
perished; the inhabitants had become for the most part Celtic.
Within this domain too lay a great region, never affected by
Norman or Saxon influence, wild hills and plains, closed
by valleys and defiles, and spreading from the Shannon to
the Atlantic, where Irish clans and septs maintained their
rude freedom, and Irish chiefs defied or followed their Des-
mond suzerains, in war and peace, at their own will and
pleasure. The Butters, better known as the Lords of Ormond,
had but slightly Conformed to the Irish usages: but the Des-
monds, far removed^rrbm the Pale, and surrounded by Celts
on every side, had become, at least while they lived among
them, "more"Irish,'3 it was said, "than the Irish themselves,"
and had adopted the " sluttish Irish customs and habits."
The Anglo-Norman Land was not wholly, without signs of
civilised life and social progress. The fertile plains of Kil-
kenny and Limerick were studded with castles and noble
abbeys; there was a considerable trade between the ports of
Munster and Spain; the Butlers and the Geraldines were even
patrons of learning. These great Norman families, too, it
appears certain, retained much of their feudal state, even when
they became more or less Irish; the Plantagenets welcomed
their heads at Court, and treated them with the highest dis-
tinction ; they perhaps adopted the ways of the Celt, in order
chiefly to please the Celts around them. Nor were they
inveterate enemies of the Irish chiefs; they blended with them
freely in marriage; and the Irish chiefs in turn learned much
from them, especially in architecture and the art of war. On
the whole the ruling orders in this region, whether Norman
or Irish, formed a real noblesse, with differences of race be-
tween them indeed, but not given UD to mere barbarism, the